
 
 

March 2, 2022 
 
Dear Glen Cove City School District Community, 
 
As you all know by now, on Friday, February 25th, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) issued a statement eliminating the requirement of mask-wearing while riding school buses. 
On Sunday, February 27, New York Governor Kathy Hochul announced that masks will no longer be 
required in New York State schools, effective today. 
 
Late yesterday, the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) released updated masking 
guidance to be followed in conjunction with the lifting of the school mask mandate.  These 
guidelines can be viewed here:  https://on.ny.gov/3HDCMZc.  
 
One significant change is related to the response to close contacts. 
 
Previously, vaccinated, asymptomatic close contacts of an infected individual did not need to be 
quarantined, but required the close contact to wear a mask for 10 days; unvaccinated persons who 
came in close contact with an infected individual were quarantined (excluded from school). 
 
The new guidance published last night removes school exclusion for all persons regardless of 
vaccination status and requires mask wearing for ten days with testing "strongly recommended" on 
Day 5 after exposure. A summary of the updated guidelines are as follows: 

● When masks are not worn, the distance to determine whether a student or staff member is 
"exposed" or a "close contact" in schools is now back to 6 feet. 

● Anyone exposed to someone with COVID-19 should mask and test after exposure. NYSDOH 
continues to require testing of symptomatic students. Infected or exposed — continue to 
follow the state's isolation and quarantine guidance. 

● Students or staff returning to school after completing 5 days of isolation are required to 
wear masks in school and in indoor public spaces on days 6-10. Students or staff who are 
exposed or potentially exposed should wear a mask for 10 days in school and in indoor 
public spaces. 

● The guidance is the same for exposed or potentially exposed Pre-K students attending 
school who are under the age of 5, except that particular care should be taken to assess 
their ability to properly and consistently wear a well-fitting mask. If they are unable to wear 
a well-fitting mask in situations when they should be masked in school, then the school 
should consider mitigation options on a case-by-case basis using factors similar to those 
used for individuals who are unable to wear a mask for medical reasons. 

 

For more in-depth information regarding these guidelines, please visit the NYSDOH School Masking 
and Testing Guidance:  FAQs for Schools:   
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-faqs-for-
schools_03.01.22.pdf 
 
While I know the lifting of the mask mandate comes as a great relief to many in our community, I am 
also very much aware that there are some within our school family who may have health challenges, 
or for personal reasons, wish to continue to wear a mask. I want them to know that we respect that 
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decision and that we are doing everything possible to ensure we have a “mask positive” 
environment that supports all those who do choose to cotinine wearing a mask. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s building principal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Maria Rianna 
Superintendent of Schools  

 


